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Future of the Earth:

Destroyed or Peaceful Paradise?

By John Isaac Edwards

According to the Authorized Site of the Office of Public
Information of Jehovah’s Witnesses, “The earth will never be destroyed
or depopulated but will become a peaceful paradise” (www.jw-
media.org/beliefs/trueworship.htm). 1Is this true? What saith the
Scripture?

The earth will not always remain. The first book of Moses says,
“While the earth remaineth, seedtime and harvest, and cold and heat, and
summer and winter, and day and night shall not cease” (Gen. 8:22). This
indicates the earth will not always remain.

The earth will pass away. The One who created the earth said,
“Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away”
(Mt. 24:35). Surely He knows more about it than anyone else.

The earth shall perish. Unlike the Lord whose “years shall have
no end,” “the earth and the heavens...shall perish” (Ps. 102:25-27,
quoted in Heb. 1:10-12).

The earth will be burned up. Peter used the expressions pass
away, melt, burned up, and dissolved to teach the annihilation of the
earth and all its contents in the coming day of the Lord (2 Pet. 3:10-11).
The hope of God’s people is “laid up...in heaven” (Col. 1:5); not down
on earth!

FOR FREE BIBLE TRACTS, AUDIO SERMONS,
RELIGIOUS ARTICLES, OR IF YOU WOULD LIKE A
FREE IN-HOME BIBLE STUDY, CALL US AT
(828)467-1463 OR SEND AN EMAIL TO
NCBIBLEQUESTIONS@YAHOO.COM



Corporal Punishment

By Casey Head

I just heard the other day that it is now illegal in New York to
spank your children. Of course, corporal punishment (spanking) is
becoming more and more unpopular in this country. Certain government
agencies such as Child Protective Services (CPS) view corporal
punishment as a form of physical abuse. Some have asked, “How can
you expect your child not to hit people when you hit them.” Because this
liberal hogwash is gaining ground in this country, it is important to
review what the Bible teaches about corporal punishment.

In Proverbs 13:24, God tells us, “He that spareth his rod hateth
his son: but he that loveth him chasteneth him betimes.” The “rod” here
is the instrument of discipline, and God says that we are to use it in
chastening our children. In fact, if we neglect corporal punishment in the
raising of our children, we are neglecting our children! If we love them,
we better spank them!

Again, we are told in Proverbs 23:13-14, “Withhold not
correction from the child: for if thou beatest him with the rod, he shall
not die. Thou shalt beat him with the rod, and shalt deliver his soul from
hell.” A similar message is conveyed here. As parents, we are to spank
our children. In doing so, we are not beating them to the point of death,
but rather to the point of deliverance from death (spiritually). In other
words, corporal punishment, when it is carried out properly, helps to
improve our child’s character.

The problem is this: when some people think of spanking, they
immediately think of an enraged, out-of-control parent beating their
children mercilessly; they think of the father who says “don’t do that
again, Johnny” about a dozen times before he finally flies off the handle
and with gritted teeth strikes his son. Many condemn all forms of
corporal punishment because they have seen some parents abuse their
children. But I say, “don’t throw out the baby with the bathwater.” 1
certainly don’t approve of, nor does God sanction physical abuse, but
there is a big difference between abuse and spanking.

Corporal punishment needs to be motivated by love for one’s
child (Prov. 3:11-12; 13:24) NOT anger or rage. Spank them when you
are calm and in-control, NOT when your blood is boiling and you want
to kill them. Let them know that you are spanking them because you love
them. And be consistent! Inconsistent punishment confuses children and
often leads to heightened disobedience. Finally, reward your children
when they are obedient, and give them plenty of positive reinforcement!

Is there anything that we can do for you

Fill out the form below and mail it to:

“Anchor Of The Soul”
P.O. Box 401
Spruce Pine, NC 28777

Check any of the following FREE Bible study offers that
interest you.

1. Home Bible study _
-Choose aday: M T W Th F S
-Choose a time: AM PM

2. Correspondence Course

3. Bible Tract/Material
-Subject:

4. Audio Bible Study

5. Sermon CDs
-Subject:

In order for you to receive the material that you have
requested, please provide a way for us to contact you.
Thanks!

Name:
Phone #:
Email:
Address:




Been Thumped Lately?

By “Anonymous”

When a potter bakes a pot, he checks its solidity by pulling it out
of the oven and thumping it. If it “sings,” it’s ready. If it “thuds,” it’s
placed back in the oven. The character of a person is also checked by
thumping. Been thumped lately?

Late-night phone calls. Grouchy teacher. Grumpy moms. Burnt
meals. Flat tires. You’ve-got-to-be-kidding deadlines. Those are thumps.
Thumps are those irritating inconveniences that trigger the worst in us.
They catch us off guard. Flat-footed. They aren’t big enough to be crises,
but if you get enough of them, watch out! Traffic jams. Long lines.
Empty mailboxes. Dirty clothes on the floor. Even as I write this, 'm
being thumped. Because of interruptions, it has taken me almost two
hours to write these two paragraphs. Thump. Thump. Thump. How do I
respond? Do I sing, or do I thud?

Jesus said that out of the nature of the heart a man speaks (Luke
6:45). There’s nothing like a good thump to reveal the nature of a heart.
The true character of a person is seen not in momentary heroics but in
the thump-packed humdrum of day-to-day living. If you have a tendency
to thud more than you sing, take heart. There is hope for us “thudders”:

Begin by thanking God for thumps. I don’t mean a half-hearted
thank-you. I mean a rejoicing, jumping-for-joy thank-you from the
bottom of your heart (James 1:2). Chances are that God is doing the
thumping. And he’s doing it for your own good. So every thump is a
reminder that God is molding you (Hebrews 12:5-8).

Learn from each thump. Face up to the fact that you are not
“thump-proof.” You are going to be tested from now on. You might as
well learn from the thumps—you can’t avoid them. Look upon each
inconvenience as an opportunity to develop patience and persistence.
Each thump will help you or hurt you, depending on how you use it.

Be aware of “thump-slump” times. Know your pressure periods.
For me, Mondays are infamous for causing thump-slumps. Fridays can
be just as bad. For all of us, there are times during the week when we
can anticipate an unusual amount of thumping. The best way to handle
thump-slump times? Head on. Bolster yourself with extra prayer, and
don’t give up. Remember no thump is disastrous. All thumps work for
good if we are loving and obeying God.
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“Anchor Of The Soul” is distributed monthly by the Spruce Pine
church of Christ. We are a non-denominational church whose
only goal is to follow the New Testament pattern.

Meeting Times
Sunday

Bible Class 10:00 AM
Morning Worship...ccceee.. 11:00 AM
Evening Worship..... 6:30 PM

Wednesday
Bible Class 7:00 PM

Directions
Our building is located at 36 McHone Rd just behind the
Mitchell Veterinary Clinic in Spruce Pine. Call (828)467—]463 if
you need a ride to services or have any questions about the
church.

Ten Reasons to Assemble With Us...

1. Our sermons are completely Bible based.

2. Our classes are informative and uplifting.

3. We have Bible classes for all ages.

4. Our worship is in spirit and in truth (]n. 4:24).

5. Our worship is meant to glorify God, not man.

6. We make all of our visitors feel welcome.

7. We are truly a spiritual “family.”

8. We will do everything we can to help you grow closer to God
(as we do the same for one another).

9. There are people of all age-groups, including many young
families with children. You won't feel out of place.

10. We are not “just another denominational church.” We have
many things to offer that no church in the immediate area is
currently offering.




Examples of Conversion in Acts

By Andy Mitchell
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You Are Invited To A

Gospel Meeting

Hosted by the

Spruce Pine church of Christ

June 18-22, 2008

with Dan Chaney
Of Roswell, Georgia

Meeting Times
Wednesday-Saturday (6/18-6/21)
7:30 each night

Sunday (6/22)
10:00, 11:00 & 6:30

“Revive Us Again”

Wednesday, June 18
Thursday, June 19
Friday, June 20
Saturday, June 21

“Revive Us Again”

“Contrast of the Ruler and Eunuch”
“Finding the Disciples”

“The Man of God”

“1 Come to the Garden Alone”
“God on the Front Porch”

“1 Know Whom 1 Have Believed”

Sunday, June 22
Sunday, June 22
Sunday, June 22

If you have any questions about the church or would like to
know more about the gospel meeting, please contact us:
-Phone: (828)467-1463
-Email: NCBibleQuestions@yahoo.com
-Address: P.O. Box 401, Spruce Pine, NC 28777




Have I Become Your Enemy?
By Byron Smith

Paul asked his readers, “Have I therefore become your enemy
because I tell you the truth” (Gal. 4:16). Paul certainly taught the truth
and sometimes it offended and alienated his audience. But their negative
response did not change the fact that he was teaching the truth. Our love
and commitment to truth, or lack thereof, is indicated by how we
respond when we hear it taught.

Suppose there is sin in your life. Maybe you have knowledge of
that sin, or perhaps you are completely unaware of its presence. Either
way it is there just the same. Further suppose that a friend confronts you
about your sin. Since this person is a friend the are acting with the best
intentions in mind. How would you respond to this friend? Would you
become angry and say, “How dare you?” Or, would you respond with
appreciation because this friend cared enough for your soul to approach
you about your sin. Obviously, the latter would be the best response.

Consider another possible scenario. This time you have not
intentionally done anything wrong; neither have you done anything
blatantly evil in the eyes of your peers. You have simply believed and
practiced religious error. Perhaps you have been affiliated with a
religious group that is foreign to the scriptures. Maybe you have
espoused doctrines unknown to the word of God. Either way your soul is
in jeopardy because of this error.

Now suppose that a friend, an acquaintance, or even a stranger
confronts you about this error. They may confront you in person, by
means of a Bible radio program, or maybe even through an article
written in a Bible bulletin. How would you respond to this
confrontation? Would you give the truth a fair hearing, or would you in
pride close your ears and mind to any consideration of what the Bible
says? Would you respond with negative emotions of anger and
resentment, or would you be like those who “searched the scriptures
daily to find out whether these things were so?” (Ac. 17:11) Would you
respond with rudeness and harshness of speech or would you, “Test all
things (and) hold fast what is good?” (1 Thess. 5:21)

Sadly, people often respond in a negative way when the truth is
taught. Sometimes they simply turn with indifference and go the other
way and other times they regard the teacher as their enemy. Whatever
the response may be, the truth must be taught and men with backbone
must be willing to teach it.

How will you respond when the truth is taught?

Bible Trivia

Which Pauline Epistle(s):

1. Written to a young preacher in Ephesus.

2. Written to a slave master.

3. Paul called these brethren foolish for being bewitched.

4. Paul told these brethren to pass their epistle onto the Laodiceans.

5. Written to a church in the capital city of the dominant world empire of
the first century.

Paul or Peter:
6. Preached to the household of Cornelius.
7. Had a sharp contention with Barnabas.

Challenge Question:
8. What does God mean in Romans 9:13, “Jacob have I loved, but Esau
have I hated?” Did God literally hate Esau?

Evidence of Intelligent Design:

According to the Big Bang theory, matter should be spread evenly
throughout the universe, but that is not the case at all. Instead, there are
lumps of matter called galaxies! This denies the Big Bang theory and
points to intelligent design.

Answers:
1. 1-2 Timothy; 2. Philemon; 3. Galatians (3:1); 4. Colossians (4:16); 5.
Romans; 6. Peter (Ac. 10); 7. Paul (Ac. 15:36-41)

Challenge Question ANSWER From May 2008:

Many religious people today believe that the land of Palestine belongs to
Israel today, but the Bible teaches that the keeping of the land was
conditioned upon their continued obedience to the law of Moses (Deut.
5:31-33). First of all, Israel today is not obedient to the law of Moses.
Second, they couldn’t possibly keep the law of Moses even if they
wanted to! Christ nailed it to the cross (Col. 2:14-16). So, Israel has no
God-given right to the land of Palestine today. We also need to
recognize that Israel is not God’s chosen people today. Israelites can be
saved, but only if they submit to Christ (Jn. 14:6). Furthermore, Jews
and Gentiles are equal in God’s sight today (Gal. 3:28; Col. 3:11).



We WANT to help you!
Do you have any questions

about any of the following
Bible subjects? Circle any that

may apply...

The plan of salvation

Are babies born in sin?

The free-will of man
Miracles

The infallibility of God’s word
Moral issues (drinking, etc.)
The deity of Christ/Godhead
The book of Revelation
Jesus’ final return

The New Testament church
Raising children

Suffering and temptation

Other:

If you would like to receive
free material on any of these
subjects, then cut out this
coupon and mail it to P.O. Box
401, Spruce Pine, NC 28777.
Or call us at (828)467-1463.

Falling in Love
With the Author

A young lady once laid
down a book which she had
just finished, with the
remark that it was the
dullest story she had ever
read. In the course of time,
she became engaged to a
young man, and one night
she said to him: “I have a
book in my library whose
author’s name, and even
initials, are precisely the
same as yours. Isn’t that a
singular coincidence?” “I
do not think so,” he replied.
“Why not, pray?” “For the
simple reason that I wrote
the book.” That night, the
young lady sat up until two
o’clock reading the book
again. And this time it
seemed the most interesting
story she had ever read. The
once dull book was now
fairly fascinating because
she knew and loved the
author. So, a child of God
finds the Bible interesting
because he knows and
loves the author! It is his
Father’s message,
addressed to him.
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Do You Want To Subscribe?

If you would like to subscribe to “Anchor Of The Soul” for
FREE, all you have to do is fill out the form below and mail
this coupon to the following address...

Spruce Pine, NC 28777

Name:
Address:

Would you like to sign up any friends or family members? If
so, write down their names and addresses and send them to
the address listed above. Again, this is absolutely FREE!

Lightruing LesSsSEr

A person recently said to me, “Yes, children are born in sin; they are
born of the flesh and flesh is sin.” This falsehood forms the basis for the
ever-popular doctrine of “Total Hereditary Depravity” which says not
only that we are born in sin but also that we inherit a “sinful nature”
which prevents us from doing right. To better understand the truth on
this 1ssue, we need to look at the word “flesh.” “Flesh” comes from the
Greek word sarx which can refer to many different things. It can simply
refer to the physical body (Mt. 16:16; Lk. 24:39; Ac. 2:31) or it can refer
to the carnal side of man (Rom. 7:5; 8:1, 8). I agree that children are
born physically. They have skin and bones. In that sense they are “born
of the flesh.” But is a baby “born of the flesh” in the sense that he is
guilty of carnality and sinfulness? Of course not (Eccl. 7:29)! Consider
also that Jesus was “made flesh” (Jn. 1:14). Romans 8:3 even says, “For
what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God
sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin,
condemned sin in the flesh.” Jesus was born “of the flesh” just like the
rest of us, yet He was without sin (Heb. 4:15). Clearly, babies are not
born in sin. After all, we choose the master of our flesh (Rom. 6:19).




