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By Byron Smith 

 It is common for non-church goers to explain why they have 
chosen to be such by saying, “The churches are full of hypocrites, and I do 
not want any part of it. I am just as good as they are, not going to church.” 
I ask, is such reasoning sound? Will this rationalization satisfy God on the 
Day of Judgment? Or, should one reconsider his way of thinking in light 
of what God says about one’s individual responsibility as a Christian, 
regardless of the hypocrisy of others? In judgment God “will render to 
each one according to his deeds” (Rom. 2:6). Thankfully, we are 
accountable to God for our own actions and not those of others.
 Sadly, it is true; churches are often full of hypocrites. This is a 
regrettable reality that cannot be denied. There were “pious 
the days when Jesus walked upon the earth and there are “religious actors” 
today. Jesus spoke scathingly in rebuke of the pretentious pageantry of the 
“scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites” (Mt. 23). They wanted to appear 
righteous before others, but Jesus, who knew both their hearts and actions, 
warned through inquiry, “How can you escape the condemnation of hell?” 
(Mt. 23:33) The fate of these play-actors was certain. They stood 
condemned before God. 
 The apostle Paul likewise issued a stern 
rebuke to Jewish hypocrites of his day, saying, 
“You, therefore, who teach another, do you not 
teach yourself? You who preach that a man 
should not steal, do you steal? You who say, ‘Do 
not commit adultery,’ do you commit adultery? 
You who abhor idols, do you rob temples? You 
who make your boas in the law, do you dishonor God through breaking 
the law?” These Jews took pride in their heritage as being the children of 
God. Yet they had become blind to their own disobedience to God. They 
taught much, but practiced little. Paul then points out the disgrace they 
were bringing upon God by their conduct. He said, “The name of God is 
blasphemed among the Gentiles because of you” (Rom. 2:22
of making believers they were making blasphemers . This is what 
today when people have “a form of godliness” but deny its power in their 
lives (2 Tim. 3:5). 
 One of the greatest hindrances of the gospel today is the conduct of 
professed believers. Many are nominal Christians and nothing more. They 
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conveniently wear the name of the Lord, but do not live a life of sincere 
devotion to God. They place before their friends and family a façade of 
Christianity, but it goes no deeper than the skin on their teeth. They are����
“like whitewashed tombs which indeed appear beautiful outwardly, but 
inside are full of dead men’s bones and all uncleanness…” (Mt. 23:27-28). 
Clearly, God does not look kindly upon hypocrisy. It is a deplorable sin.����
 What then can one say about those who use the hypocrisy of others 
to excuse their own disobedience to God? Again, they reason, “I am just 
as good as they are.” There is some truth to that statement. Both those who 
are hypocrites and those who are otherwise disobedient to God fall into the 
same category—the category of being lost. One is as good as the other—
both are lost! Do not fool yourself into thinking that because you are 
“genuinely” disobedient that such will somehow make you better off than 
the hypocrites. Jesus said of those who do not obey, that the “master…will 
cut him in two and appoint him is portion with the hypocrites. There shall 
be weeping and gnashing of teeth” (Mt. 24:45-51). No one should take 
pleasure in being in the company of hypocrites. But which is better? 
Occasionally crossing paths with the “imitation Christian,” better known 
as the hypocrite, or being in hell throughout eternity with the lump sum of 
them all? 
 I urge you to find a faithful church of Christ and take your station 
there, laboring in faithful service to God, “not forsaking the assembling of 
ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, 
and so much the more as you see the Day approaching” (Heb. 10:25). Do 
not let a hypocrite deter you from your path to heaven. 
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RULES: To answer the following question, you must read the scriptures 
below and fill in the blanks. Then, take the new words and write them in 
the spaces below according to their number. The KJV should be used to 
solve this puzzle. 
 
QUESTION: What four earthly kingdoms are represented in 
Nebuchadnezzar’s dream in Daniel 2:31-43? 
   1. “The burden of ___________” which Isaiah…did see” (Isaiah 13:1) 

2.  “The ram which thou sawest having two horns are the kings of Media 
and __________” (Dan. 8:20) 
3. “And the rough goat is the king of __________...” (Dan. 8:21) 
4. “Then the chief captain came, and said unto him, Tell me, art thou a 
___________? He said, Yea.” (Rom. 22:27) 

 
ANSWER: ____________� ___________� ___________� __________. 

(1)                       (2)                     (3)                     (4) 
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